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This handout is intended only as a guide and is based in part on the applicable codes, village ordinances, and good building practices. 
Responsibility for compliance with applicable codes and ordinances falls on the applicant, owner, and/or contractor.  

 

RESIDENTIAL 

KEEPING OF CHICKENS  
City of Northlake 

 
 

 
 
Thank you for your interest in keeping backyard chickens in the City of Northlake.  This application packet contains 
all of the materials and information that you will need to get started.  
 
REFERENCED CODES 
CITY OF NORTHLAKE MUNICIPAL CODE, SECTION 2-5-5B-1. 

A full list of the applicable codes can be viewed online at 
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/northlakeil/latest/overview 

 
Chickens and chicken coops are allowed in the rear yards on single-family home properties (R1 
Zoning Districts) with a minimum lot size of 7500 square feet. A permit shall be obtained before keeping 
chickens and a coop. 
 
What is R1 Zoning Districts? 

• This is the single-family residential zoning districts within the City of Northlake. 

• If you are unsure of your property’s zoning district please call 708-343-8700 or review the Zoning 
Map online. 

How do I apply for a permit? 
• Print the Backyard Chicken Permit online.  

• Turn in the application to the building department via email: buildingdept@northlakecity.com, fax: 708-

343-8708 or hand deliver the application and all required plans and documents to the Building 

Department at 55 E. North Ave. Northlake IL 60164. 
What do I need to apply for a permit? 

• Permit application.  

• Plat of survey showing the chicken coop location and setbacks from the property lines. 

• Chicken coop plans. 

• Electric plans (if applicable). 

• Proof of a completed course covering the fundamentals of the compassionate care of chickens. 

• Registration with the Illinois Department of Agriculture Livestock Premises  

• $25 permit fee 
Can I apply for a permit in person at City Hall? 

• Yes, the same documents are required 

• $25 permit fee 
 
 
 
 

mailto:BUILDINGDEPT@NORTHLAKECITY.COM
https://www.northlakecity.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Northlake-Chicken-Ordinance-3-6-23.pdf
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/northlakeil/latest/overview
https://www.northlakecity.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Zoning-Map-2020.pdf
https://www.northlakecity.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Zoning-Map-2020.pdf
https://www.northlakecity.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Chicken-Keeping-Permit-Application.pdf
mailto:buildingdept@northlakecity.com
https://agr.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/agr/animals/animalhealth/documents/premisesform-2021v1.pdf
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   PROPERTY MAP 
 
 
Chickens and chicken coops are allowed in the rear yards on single-family home properties (within the R1 Zoning 
Districts). A permit shall be obtained before keeping chickens and a coop. 
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Zoning Requirements 

 
1.  A maximum of six (6) hens, and a minimum of two (2) hens, shall only be permitted on properties zoned 

R1 Districts; and occupied for single-family residential uses and minimum lot size of 7500 square feet. 
Chicken coops are allowed as a type of accessory structure. 

2.  All hens shall be kept within a covered enclosure/structure with an attached covered/enclosed outdoor 
area to prevent hens from encroaching onto neighboring properties. The covered/enclosed outdoor area 
shall be fenced.       

3.  An outdoor area minimum of 8 square feet per hen will be required and a maximum of one hundred 
   (100) square feet will be permitted for the outdoor area. 

4. The maximum height of a chicken coop shall be eight feet (8’). 
5. All hens and requisite fence enclosures/structures shall be kept/located in the rear yard or within the 

buildable area of the lot behind the rear exterior walls of the principal structure. 
6. All enclosures/structures shall be located a minimum of ten feet (10') from all lot lines. 
7. The structure shall contain insulated walls and/or an insulated blanket shall cover the structure during the 

   winter months. 
8. Roosters are prohibited. 
9. The sale of eggs is prohibited. 
10.  Chicken coops shall not be allowed to be in any part of a home and/or garage. 

 

 

Other Requirements 
 

1. All areas where hens are kept shall be clean and well maintained with little to no accumulation of waste. In 
 addition, all areas where hens are kept shall not produce or cause odors that are detectable on adjacent 
 properties. 

2.  Chicken coops shall be maintained in a manner that provides adequate lighting and ventilation, and 
protects chickens from cold weather, precipitation, rodents, predators, and trespassers. 

3. All feed shall be kept in a sealed metal container. 
4.  All electrical appurtenances shall be UL listed, clearly labeled, and plugged into a GFCI protected electric  

device. 
5.  A hen permit issued under this article may be revoked upon the commission of three (3) violations within 

a period of twelve (12) months. If the permit is revoked, the property shall not be eligible for a permit for 
one year after revocation. Any enclosure/structure shall be required to be removed within fifteen (15) 
days of revocation. 

6. No slaughtering. 
7. No other poultry, including but not limited to geese, ducks and turkeys shall be kept on the property. 
8. A building permit shall be required for all permanent enclosures/structures associated with the keeping of 

hens. 
9. A permit issued by the City per Section 2-5-5B-1, shall be required prior to purchasing the hens. 
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Building Code Requirements 

 
1. Chicken coop structures must be secured to the ground to withstand wind loads. 
2. Stick-built chicken coops shall be of approved wood of natural resistance to decay (redwood, western 

cedar, etc.) or treated lumber (painted or stained). 
3. Pre-fabricated chicken coops shall be installed per the manufacturer’s published installation instructions. 

 
 

Helpful Links 
 

Illinois Department of Agriculture Poultry/Birds 

The Open Sanctuary Project’s Compassionate Care Classroom 

Creating A Good Home For Chickens | The Open Sanctuary Project 

The Open Sanctuary Project’s “So You Want To Rescue a Chicken” Brochure 

VETERINARIANS WHO SEE CHICKENS: 

Niles Animal Hospital And Bird Medical Center 

Ness Exotic Wellness Center 

Midwest Bird & Exotic Animal Hospital 

Chicago Exotics Animal Hospital 

CHICKEN ADOPTION AND EDUCATIONAL GROUPS: 

Chicago Chicken Rescue 

Chicago Roo Crew 

LOCAL FEED STORES: 

The Feed Store 

Belmont Feed And Seed 

mailto:BUILDINGDEPT@NORTHLAKECITY.COM
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CHICKEN KEEPING PERMIT APPLICATION 

FEE $25.00 

City of Northlake 
55 E. North Ave. 

Northlake, IL 60164 

708-343-8700  

Buildingdept@northlakecity.com 

 

( ) New Application     ( ) Renewal    
 

Date: ___________________                                                  

 
Name of property Owner(s) / Applicant(s) responsible for the Coop and the Hens 

 
Street address where Hens will be kept 

 
Phone Number (s)                                                                                          Email (s) 

 
Number of Hens (maximum allowed is 6) ______ 

IL. Dept. of Agriculture Premise ID Number _______________________________ 

 

REQUIRED INFORMATION: 
• A copy of the Plat of survey showing proposed structure and distance of structure from lot lines 

and other buildings. 

•  A copy of construction plans (specification sheet, if constructed from a kit) showing material to 
be used 

• Size of Proposed Structure _________________________ (MUST be 50 Square feet or less) 

• Structure shall be no closer than ten (10’) feet from all property lines and at least twenty (20’) 
feet from any neighboring dwelling. 

• The coop and run shall be located in the rear of the residential structure. Not the side or front 
yards. 

• Proof of Registration with the Illinois Department of Agriculture Livestock Premises 

• Proof/certificate from a chicken caring course.  

• Permit Fee ($25) 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION: (please initial all) 
  

1. _______I grant the City the right to enter my property, upon reasonable notice, to inspect the 
coop as necessary for compliance with City regulations. 

2. _______And provide proof that the applicant has passed a course covering the fundamentals of 

the compassionate care of chickens, such as that provided by The Open Sanctuary Project. 

3. _______Existing chicken keepers shall have four months from the enactment of this ordinance to 

apply for a permit, during which time they shall not be penalized for any nonconformance from 

its requirements, but shall bring their chicken housing up to the standards as delineated herein. 
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